Appreciation of the Earth


An eclectic selection of quality picture books for enjoyment, study, analysis and models as students prepare to create their own picture book around the theme of “Appreciation of the Earth”. These books feed the immense curiosity that children have about the world around them and they present information in an imaginative, creative manner. As important, they impart wisdom about our interrelationship with all living things and promote a love and respect.
Baker, Jeanne. Window. New York: Greenwillow, 1991.

A true picture book - a wordless story through art. Award winning Australian artist Baker  has created another beautiful series of collage constructions that chronicles the changing world from the bedroom window throughout a boy’s life from babyhood to grownup. One gets an appreciation for the alarming and increasing pace of the changing face of our environment as we interact and live in it. Where the Forest Meets the Sea is another Baker creation of the theme.
Baker, Keith. Who is the Beast? New York: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1990.

The author states that his interest in preserving endangered animals and habitats of the world inspired his book. Teaches children an important lesson about the special qualities of all living things.
Berkeley, Laura. The Spirit of the Masai Man. New York: Barefoot Books, 2000.

“Zoo animals can no longer hear earth-song until one night they are visited by the spirit songs of the Maasai man.  A moving story with evocative illustrations.  Sure to stir a thoughtful response.”
Carle, Eric. The Tiny Seed. Saxonville, MA: Vanwell, 1987.


Eric Carle is a gifted author and illustrations who capture the wonder and beauty 
of nature with nuggets of information for young readers. 

Cherry, Lynne.  A River Ran Wild. New York: Gulliver Green, 1992.
Cowcher, Helen. Rainforest. London: Andre Deutsch, 1988.
Large, bold, double-page spreads capture the beauty of the rainforest and the animals’ alarm when Matchine invades their space. The book invites discussion about human interaction and use and abuse of environment. 
Field, Edward. Illus. by Stefano Vitale. Magic Words. San Diego: Harcourt Brace, 1998.

Free verse poems inspired by Rasmussen’s early 20th century record of Inuit songs and stories. Vitale’s illustrations are painted natural products such as rocks, bark and hide that capture the mood and style of Inuit art. 
Fleming, Denis. In the Small, Small Pond. New York: Holt, 1993.

Brilliant illustrations, characteristic of Fleming’s award-winning art, along with her rhythmic sound words, captures the animal activity at a pond. In a similar vein is In the Tall, Tall Grass.  Excellent models  for those students wishing to create nature appreciation books for a younger child. 

Jackson, Ellen. Illus. by Leo & Diane Dillon. Earth Mother. New York: 

Walker & Company, 2005.
Gay, Marie Louise. Stella Princes of the Sky. Toronto: Groundwood, 2004.

The author has created these two wonderful siblings, Stella and her little brother Sam. These books are absolutely charming as Stella guides brother Sam to discover the wonders of the world. Marie Louise Gay is world renowned, a winner of many awards.
Hundal, Nancy. Illus. by Brian Deines. Camping. Markham: Fitzhenry & 
Whiteside, 

2002.

A family’s first camping trip is not the bad experience anticipated. Slowly they discover the magic of life in the wild. Deines’ oil paintings capture the family fun and setting. 
Jackson, Ellen. Illustrated by Leo & Diane Dillon. Earth Mother. New York: Walker &

Company, 2005.

“Earth Mother meets Man, Frog and Mosquito.  While thanking her for nature’s bounty, they also give advice about how to make a more” perfect” world.  Art by two prestigious artists.”
Karas, Brian G. Atlantic. New York: Putman’s, 2002.
“I am the Atlantic Ocean.” So begins this wonderful story that gives the ocean itself a voice to describe its power and beauty. Whimsical illustrations enhances the text and show children’s involvement with
the natural wonder of the ocean. 
Kenneway, Adrienne. Little Elephant’s Walk. London: Harper Collins, 1991.

A picture book that charms young children. The story follows little elephant and his mother as they roam the plains and forests of East Africa meeting many animals along the way. Together with her soft water colours the picture book captures the rhythm and energy of life in Kenya.  
Locker, Thomas. The Land of Grey Wolf. New York: Dial, 1991.
Locker, award winning author and painter, captures the clash of two cultures, the indigenous peoples of North America and the white settlers. We experience the story through the eyes of a young Indian boy and the howl of the wolf he used to hear.
Mazer, Anne. Illus. by Steve Johnson. The Salamander Room. New York: 


Knopf, 1991.

A charming story of a young boy who finds a salamander and through dialogue with his mother is prompted to think of the many things he can do to build a perfect home for it. Beautifully illustrated. 

Miller, Joe. Illustrated by Wilson McLean. If the Earth Were a Few Feet in Diameter. 
Singapore: Greenwich Workshop, 1998.

A must-have book for students a they explore picture books with an earth theme. A powerful expression of love for the planet, expressing in verse just how beautiful, miraculous and precious it is. Boxed side bars give factual information framed within the concept of the earth as a few feet in diameter. 

Napoli. Donna Jo. Illus. by Jim LaMarche. Albert. Dan Diego: Silver Whistle, 2001.

A whimsical, joyous picture book, beautifully illustrated. A wonderful model for student analysis. Each day Albert checks the weather and listens to the sounds of the city waiting for just the right day for a walk. The day a twig drops into his outstretched hand his life is changed. 

Oppenheim, Joanne. Illus. by Ron Broda. Have You Seen Bugs? Richmond 

Hill: North winds, 1996.
A stunning picture book. The bright, lively, painted paper sculptured illustrations truly enhance the rhythmic, informative poetry. A great model for those students who want to create a non-fiction nature book and those who want to write poetry.  

Paulsen, Gary. Illus. by Ruth Wright Paulsen. Canoe Days. New York: 


Doubleday, 1999.

Gentle words and illustration capture the “perfect day”, a “canoe day” as a paddler marvels at the quiet beauty and wonder of a summer day on a northern lake. 

Schaefer, Lola. Illus. Cathie Felstead.  An Island Grows. New York: Greenwillow, 2006.

The evolution of an island from volcanism to human occupation is told in minimal text and bold drawings. 
Schoenherr, John. Bear. New York: Philomel, 1991.

A young, orphaned bear sets out to find his mother but find independence and survival on his own. Schoenherr’s water colours capture the vast rugged wilderness of North America’s  north  

Seattle, Chief. Illustrated by Susan Jeffers. Brother Eagle, Sister Sky. New York: Dial, 


1991.

An important lesson about right relationships with the earth and native peoples attitudes. Susan Jeffers, a significant artist in the field of children’s literature, illustrates Chief Seattle’s historic speech to European settlers.
Seuss, Dr. The Lorax. New York: Random House, 1971.

“A story about the tree loving Lorax and the greedy Onceler.  When the Onceler shows up he notices a forest of beautiful truffula trees.  Onceler starts cutting down the truffula trees to make “Thneeds” and slowly the environment gets harmed and pollution increases. A classic tale of the importance of environmental conservation.”
Sheldon, Dyan. Illustrated by Gary Blythe. The Whale Song. London: Random Century, 


1993.

The book begins, “Lilly’s grandmother told her a story.” The story is about the magical beauty of whales. The book raises important questions about our relationship with whales, indeed human attitude to all living things.

Spalding, Andrea. Illus. by Janet Wilson. Solomon’s Tree. Victoria: Orca, 2002.

Solomon is devastated when a terrible storm uproots his beloved big old maple tree outside his house. This is a lovely story of healing and learning as young Solomon carves a mask. Victor Reece, Tsimpshian master carver, inspired the story and carved the special mask. West coast native art motives frame the text.  
Wood, Douglas. Illustrated by Yoshi and Hibiki Miyazaki. Making the 


World. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1998.
As the title suggest, the world continues to be made by everyone and everything that lives is it, including each of us. A beautiful book that captures the interrelationship of all living things and their actions. Lends itself to shared reading with a class. 
.

